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we know something of his bodily features.   Thus*he is said
to be without hands and legs (I. 32. 7) and again with these
same members of the body (III. 30. 8).   He has a head (I. 52.
10), mouth (I. 52. 15), a pair of jaws (I. 52. 6 ; I. 80. 5 ; X. 152.
3), joints of the body (I. 11, 12) and sixteen coils of the body
(Taittiriya Samhita; II. 1. 4).   Thirdly,  we  are informed  of
other characteristics.   He is capable of "growing (III. 30. 8),
is lustreless or dull (III. 32. 6), remains in a lying posture (III.
30. 20 ; IV. 19. 3) in the sky (I. 52. 6), extends all round the
sky without limit (I. 52. 6), extends both to the heaven and
earth (I. 80. 4), binds the earth and heaven together (I. 52. 10),
is surrounded by darkness (X. 113. 6), is not stationary, that is,
is always moving (I. 32. 10) and is restless (I. 32. 10).   He
has a weapon (I. 80. 10).   He is again the obstructor of water
(I. 52. 6 ; X. 113. 6), coverer of water (II. 14, 2 ; III. 32. 6 ;
V. 30. 6), absorber of water (I. 31. 19) and obstructor of rivers
(I. 52. 2),   We are also informed of his trembling (I. 80. 12 ;
VIII. 6. 6) and roaring (I. 30. 12 ; III. 30. 8).    Fourthly, we
come to consider the conflict between Vrtra and several deities.
We are told that Indra killed Vrtra (I. 103. 8; III. 32. 6; IV.
28. 1 ; V. 29. 3 ; etc.) by cutting off his arm ; and vrtra fell down
on the earth like the trunk of a tree cut off with an axe ((kuthara)
(I. 32. 5); he struck at the mouth of Vrtra (I. 52. 15); he struck
at his shoulder (I. 32. 7), and Vrlra, who held the water during
his lifetime, now lay at its feet (I. 32. 8); he cut Vrtra into
pieces at the joints (VIII. 6. 13) ; he struck at the two jaws of
Vrtra (1/52. ft; I. 80. 5), cut off his head (I. 52. 10), cleft his
vital parts (I. 61. 6 ; VIII. 100. 7) and divided the joints by his
bolt (I. 61. 12).   Indra killed Vrtra with the help of the Maruts
(III. 47. 3 ; VIII. 2, 36 ; VIII. 76. 2) ; he came to know the
vital* parts of Vrtra by being sent by the Maruts (III. 32. 4).
Again we are told (VIII. 7. 23) that" the powerful, kingless
and rain-giving Maruts killed Vrtra, huge like a mountain, by
cutting it into pieces at the joints.   Again wo are informed
that Indra delivered water after killing Vrtra (I. 85. 9 ; V. 29. 2 ;
etc.).   We further see that Indra has been praised for having
removed the cover of the waters, for having got hold of the
wealth of the Danus on the mountain and for having made the
sun ascend the sky and thus tnade him visible to us after killing
Vrtra (I. 51. 4).   We are further told (I. 80. 13) that, when
Indra struck Vrtra and his weapon with his bolt and he was
determined to kill him, hifl strength spread all round in the
sky and he displayed his supremacy.   The Dasa's wives, pro-
tected .by -Ahi> were confined; the gate for (allowing) the flow
of water remained closed.   Indra opened the gate after having
killed Vrtra (I. 32. 11).   Again, we find that Trita, strengthened
by food, killed Vrtra by cutting into his joints (I. 187. 1).   We
also see that Soma killed Vrtra (IX. 61. 20).   Lastly, we are
told (I. 32, 9) that Vrtra's mother remained looking downwards